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The Situation
After 24 years and 11 months Le Pub closed! 

We took a small building in Baneswell and turned it into a nationally acclaimed, award winning music venue. 
They showcased bands from all over the world and provided a space for local bands to grow and achieve 
their potential. 

During a time that saw many pubs and music venues close and through Newports ups and dDuring a time that saw many pubs and music venues close and through Newports ups and downs we stayed 
loyal and positive about the area. They always felt appreciated for their approach to providing you with live 
music and a place to enjoy drinking and socialising. Their pride in Newport and the community has always 
stayed strong. And the community always supported them with their loyalty and custom.  

When the curWhen the current building was placed on the market, a group of staff and regulars decided to take action. We 
set up a steering commitee, formed a community benefit society and became Le Public Space. We listened 
when you said you wanted a bigger, more central space with more facilities and access for all. We’ve now 
secured premises and are ready to provide Newport with everything you had from Le Pub and more

We want Newport to have a premier independent venue run by the community for the community.

Our aim is simple – take everything you know and love about Le Pub and create a new, larger and more 
inclusive space wheinclusive space where you will be able to socialise, rehearse, perform, collaborate and watch music and live 
performance from Newport and across the world but most importantly, have fun. We will continue to stock the 
same wide range of beers and spirits and continue to bring you products you don't see anywhere else in the 
city. 

We’re going to operate longer opening hours and have a lot more space to work with. 
We will be serving food all day and have some very exciting vegetarian and vegan 
menus to share with you.

Our ethos is veOur ethos is very much based around Le Pub but we are a brand new venture and 
we can’t wait to begin.
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“There’s one thing I love about this city and about the people 
in this town, there is a genuine sense of community here...from going
across all these different acts, different places. From the craft shop
to the skate shop, there’s so much to say for independent business 
and for community. I feel like every time I come back to Newport...

I’ve got somewhere where I could be welcomed and feel as if I could 
belong...belong...We don’t have anything like this and certainly not anything
as sincere as this. So I think you’re very fortunate and I think you 

should be very proud of yourselves...”
Sean McGowan 

(During the Big Busk organised by Le Pub/Le Public Space)
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Why a Community Share offer 
and what is it?

          This share offer has been awarded the 
                              Community Shares Standard Mark, awarded 
by the Community Shares Unit to offers that meet national 
standards of good practice. For more information about 
community shares, the Community Shares Standard Mark and 
the Community Shares Unit go to: 

wwwww.communityshares.org.uk



How Your Money Will Be USED
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ENGAGING
THE COMMUNITY

With access to arts and live music, including exhibitions, performance art, documentary cinema, and 
much more it is our plan for Le Public Space to be an positive addition to the city, for the community.

Alongside the varied and engaging programme of live events on offer, there will also be opportunities for 
members of the community to participate in workshops led by local artists. Our workshop programme will 
seek to educate and inspire others to create, and to help nurture and grow the existing arts scene in 
Newport. EaNewport. Each workshop will provide a taster of what is being created in our blossoming city, and will 
seek to celebrate the independent artists on our doorstep. From ceramics to creative writing,jewellery 
making to film-making – each workshop will provide an exciting and rewarding experience.

As accessibility is one of our key messages all workshops will be affordable, and where possible free of 
charge (apart from costs for materials and other goods needed). Our workshop programme is so 
important to us, we want to offer our community, regardless of income, somewhere to experiment, learn, 
create, and have fun.

TheThere will be a focus on welcoming families and schools, especially throughout our workshop 
programme. We are excited about encouraging their natural curiosity and think it would be pretty cool to 
show them how to form a rock band, or help them stage their own event in our venue, or give them a 
space to enjoy films not on offer elsewhere – the possibilities are endless!

All in all, no matter who you are, or where you are from Le Public Space will be a place for you to come 
together, take part, express yourself or just simply be an audience member enjoying the atmosphere of 
the art and culture we will be showcasing in Newport, from all over the world.



More Information & Legal Stuff
By becoming a shareholder, you will automatically become a 
Member. Members own and control the organisation and at the 
Annual Members’ Meeting (AMM) you will elect the 
Management Committee, can stand for election to the 
Management Committee and can hold the Management 
Committee to account.

The Management Committee 

The Management Committee is collectively The Management Committee is collectively responsible for the 
management of Le Public Space (Newport) and they meet every 
six weeks. The Committee has delegated to the General 
Manager responsibility for day-to-day management of the 
Society’s business.

Members shall not vote in Members shall not vote in respect of any matter in which they, 
or their spouse or partner, have a personal financial or other 
material interest. This is in accordance with the Rules of the 
Society. 

Statutory Asset Lock 

Le Public Space (Newport) has a statutory asset lock. This 
rrestricts the ability of the organisation to use or deal with its 
assets other than for the benefit of the community. In particular:

 • The only payments that can be made to Members are the 
value of withdrawable share capital or interest on withdrawable 
share capital. 

•• The assets of the organisation cannot be transferred except to 
another organisation whose assets are similarly protected. This 
means that the assets of the Society are protected from being 
cashed in or the organisation being demutualised. 

Management Committee Investments 

Existing investment by the Management Committee totals 
£10,000. The Members of the Management Committee are 
intending to convert the original loans given to the company intending to convert the original loans given to the company 
into community shares.

Conflicts of interest 

Members of the Management Committee must at all times act 
in the best interest of the organisation and are required to 
declare any external interest that may be in conflict with their 
role on the Management Committee.

SubscriptionSubscription

If we are under-subscribed all money will be returned. If we are 
over subscribed and reach the £50,000 target we will close the 
share offer early.
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Risks

As with any investment there is risk involved. should Le Public 
Space (Newport) get into financial difficulties: 

• We may not be in a position to pay interest 
• We may have to suspend your rights to withdraw shares 
•• You may lose some or all the money you pay for your shares, 
which means your shares will be worth less than £1 each 

If Le Public Space (Newport) is wound up, its assets will first 
be used to meet its liabilities; next to repay members for their 
shares; finally any surplus remaining will be passed on to a 
charity, society of other asset-locked body serving the arts 
community of Newport. 
  
If a member dies their personal representative can apply for 
withdrawal of the share capital. return of share 
capital under this provision will be prioritised by the Board 
over any other return of members’ capital. We encourage 
prospective members to view their investment as a long-teprospective members to view their investment as a long-term 
commitment to the project; a one-off investment to generate a 
long-term financial benefit to yourself and a chance to help 
provide Newport’s community with an Arts and social space to 
use for years to come. 
 
ShaShareholders should be prepared to tie up their capital for a 
number of years. Share capital cannot be withdrawn for the 
first three years of investment and thereafter only at the 
Directors’ discretion. Please note, the Directors may resolve at 
any time to return excess capital to members in the 
proportions in which they provided it to the society. Also 
Directors reserve the right to refuse an application for 
withdwithdrawal of investment to protect the stability of the socie-
ty’s financial position.  

The content of this document has not been approved by an 
authorised person within the meaning of the financial services 
and markets act 2000 and you would have no rights to statu-
tory compensation or complaint. Reliance on this document 
for the purposes of engaging in investment activity may 
expose an individual to a risk of losing all the money they 
have invested. Nothing in this document constitutes invest-
ment, tax, legal or other advice by Le Public Space (Newport), 
its directors or advisers. We would suggest seeking independ-
ent financial advice before proceeding with any investment. 



Robin Hall
 Financial Officer
 
  Robin has lived in New-
port for most of his life and 
has spent at least 20 of 
those drinking in Le Pub. 
He is Managing Director of 
Newport based Financial 
Advisers, Kymin Financial 
SeServices and brings with 
him the experience of run-
ning a company and team 
of 15 people to Le Public 
Space.

Samantha Dabb
Licensed Trading officer/ 
Le Pub Manager
 
  Sam has been working 
in and managing Le Pub 
for 20 years. Under her 
guardianship it became a 
top venue on the Uk 
touring citouring circuit and has 
been nominated for many 
awards, including NME 
Small Venue Of The Year, 
which it finished third in 
the UK and first in Wales.  
  Previously to Le Pub, 
Sam sang in a punk band 
and also worked in a 
number of venues across 
Newport. Sam will be 
manager of Le Public 
Space.
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Gary Inight
Chair

  Born and bred in New-
port, Gary is the Chair 
and Elder statesmen of 
the steering group. He’s 
a survivor of the Punk 
Wars and a longstanding 
customer and performer 
at Le Puat Le Pub. Gary currently 
fronts the 7th best band 
in Newport, The Abstract 
Man. 

Ben Glover
Vice Chair

  Ben is the Managing 
Editor of Wales Arts 
Review as well as being 
a political essayist and 
campaigner. After 
ggraduating from Cardiff 
Metropolitan University, 
Ben has worked for a 
number of political 
parties on various 
projects and elections, 
both on a local and 
national level.national level. Also, Ben 
has extensive 
knowledge of the
licensed trade, on both 
sides of the bar.

The board that will be managing the venue.
MEET The Team



MEET The Team
Tahnee Craven
Marketing Officer

HHaving worked in Arts & 
Cultural Marketing and 
PR for venues and arts 
organisations across 
Wales, Tahnee is now a 
freelance arts manager 
working with theatre 
companies and venues companies and venues 
to help build audiences 
and promote their 
artistic vision. Back in 
the day she also spent 5 
years behind the Le Pub 
bar, and has spent 
almost double that in 
front of it. 

Matt Dabb
Technical Officer

  Matt has been sound 
engineer at Le Pub since 
2003 since drunkenly 
taking the job while at 
university. He has 
qualifications in music qualifications in music 
technology and close to 
15 years experience 
doing live sound. Matt is 
an animator by day and 
has been resposible for 
most of the design work 
for Le Public Spacfor Le Public Space. 
Matt will be working at 
Le Public Space on a 
freelance basis.

Matt Gray
Engineer

  Matt has been a regular 
and enthusiastic patron of 
Le Pub for it's entire 24 
years, both as a punter 
and player, in groups such 
as The Darling Buds, Give 
Me Memphis and Jon 
LangfoLangford's Men of Gwent. 
By day he is a degree 
educated Design Engineer 
and is looking forward to 
utilising his skills in the 
design, planning and 
building of the new venue.

Cheyenne 
Jayne-Manning
Licensed Trading Officer
 
Cheyenne recently 
ggraduated from University 
of South Wales with a 
degree in Documentary 
Film and has been 
working at Le Pub for over 
5 years, where she is 
currently Assistant 
ManageManager. As well as 
documenting our process documenting our process 
and making promotional 
materials Cheyenne is a 
key member of the Le 
Public Space team and 
will be continuing  her 
role as Assistant Manager 
in the new venuin the new venue. 
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